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The Blue Economy
• The “blue economy” concept seeks to promote economic growth, social inclusion, and
the preservation or improvement of livelihoods while at the same time ensuring
environmental sustainability of the oceans and coastal areas.
• Incorporates multiple economic sectors and marine aspects;
• Fisheries – 1 in 10 livelihoods depends on fisheries
• Tourism – Added value to double (2010 to 2030)
• Energy – Hydrocarbons & offshore renewables
• Climate change – The largest carbon sink on earth

• Transport – 90% of the world’s trade is carried by sea
• Minerals – Dredging & mining for aggregates and minerals
Value added of ocean-based industries in 2010 by industry (OECD)

PROBLUE
PROBLUE is an umbrella Multi-Donor Trust Fund for the Blue Economy built on four pillars:
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Objective:
•
•
•
•

Accelerate adoption of offshore wind in emerging markets
Support to build pipeline of bankable projects
Five-year program; ~$US 10 million budget
Led by the Energy Sector Management Assistance Program
(ESMAP) in partnership with the
International Finance Corporation (IFC)
• Collaboration with Global Wind Energy Council (GWEC)

Program components:
1. Knowledge generation and exchange
2. Roadmaps and technical assistance
3. Investment plan preparation

1. Knowledge generation and exchange
Activities to Date:
•
•
•
•
•

1st Study Tour, July 2019, UK – 24 delegates from 12 countries
2nd Study Tour, Sept 2020 – 400 delegates from 30 countries
Going Global report – released in October 2019
Technical potential mapping – 56 countries, 15.6 TW potential
Workshops – 8 workshops with government and stakeholders

Activities to Come:
• Training: Offshore Wind MOOC (Massive Open Online Course):
— Online training course covering a wide range of topics

• Report: Key Factors for the Successful Development of OW
— Flagship report to capture important lessons learnt, good practice

• Report: Environmental & Social Frameworks:
— Support the planning and siting of offshore projects with lower E&S risks

• Report: Large-scale green hydrogen and offshore wind:
— Design considerations for green hydrogen production in offshore wind projects
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World Bank: Public Sector
Lending (grid, shared
infrastructure etc.)

IFC: Private Sector Lending
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banks, concessional
finance, other Financial
Institutions

2. Exploratory country studies and planning work
Vietnam:
• Draft roadmap complete, with two scenarios
• Focus on economic development, supply chain, cost of energy

Sri Lanka:
• Focus on Gulf of Mannar with possible link to India

Turkey:
• Focus on economic analysis, regulatory gap analysis, E&S risks.

Azerbaijan:
• Roadmap launch anticipated in late 2020

Colombia:
• Discussions with government; exploring potential in Caribbean

India:
• Exploring interest in Tamil Nadu demonstration project

Philippines
• Discussions with government to draft terms of a study

Draft geospatial analysis for Sri Lanka

PROBLUE and Offshore Wind
• WBG’s Offshore Wind Program has funding from Pillar 3 of PROBLUE
• Objective is to enhance the sustainability of offshore wind in emerging markets
• Environmental & Social Frameworks
— Objective; enable WBG client governments to adequately plan for and roll out a country-scale spatial
assessment of environmental and social risks and opportunities associated with the development of
an offshore wind sector in a new market.
— Framework will support the planning and siting of offshore projects with lower environmental risks
and possibly opportunities, to help ensure bankability and uptake of good practice
— Important to be appropriate and practical for developing countries and incorporate the World Bank
and IFC environmental and social standards (WB ESS and IFC PS)

•

•

Geospatial mapping – plan/country level identification and selection of suitable sites for
the deployment of offshore wind, including gathering data of sufficient quality
Project preparation – inclusion of E&S aspects into the plans for
offshore wind projects to enable international financing

Conclusions
• The World Bank Group is actively supporting the
sustainable development of the oceans and the blue
economy
• PROBLUE is a key part of WBG’s blue economy program
and funds activities across four main pillars,
incorporating multiple cross-cutting issues
• Offshore Wind Development Program is supporting
governments in developing countries to plan and
deliver sustainable offshore wind industries
Credit: MHI Vestas – Walney Extension OWF

www.esmap.org/offshore-wind
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